
 
Sliding Track 
 

2008 YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

Let’s take a minute to reflect 
On a year that has come and gone so fast 
There were ups and downs I do suspect 

But all in all, the TRHA had a blast!  
 

Kelly Hale was named our new Chief 
And he came on board with gusto  
He had a vision, he had a belief 

We will have FUN at every horseshow!  
 

The weekend entertainment 
Was performed by Kyle Schurig’s Band 
Dancing and singing was ever present 

We’re having Fun! ….it was just as Kelly planned 
 

The Green as Grassers came to play 
It was the class to watch on Friday nights 

“Will I get my 50 Points today?”  
A shiny buckle in their sights 

 
Affiliate Riders were Tulsa bound 

To ride with the best of South Central USA 
The best were from Texas it was quickly found 

Now the Finals are only 3 months away! 
 

The Affiliate Finals came quick 
They came in no time at all! 
TRHA claimed 2 Champions 

Thanks to Brownshadel and Hall!  
 

The Warmup Circuit showed some tough competition 
And in the end it was a very close race  

Anyone in the running was on a mission 
As mini 4-Wheelers went to first place! 

 
We hosted fundraisers and Cajun Dinners 

None of it possible without each TRHA member 
We had events for advanced and beginners 

The night the Italians rode, was one to remember 
 

With another year over, and the slate wiped clean 
What will you make of 2009? 

What is your goal? What is your Dream?  
Make this year, YOUR year to Shine! 

 
  

Congratulations everyone on a great 2008! Good luck in the New Year!  
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WARMUP CIRCUIT CHAMPIONS WIN 4-WHEELERS 
 

 THANK-YOU  John Hoyt and Dave Archer 
 

From the TRHA Warmup Circuit CHAMPIONS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
  
 

  

 

 

Youth Champions: Hannah Jechow (left) Krista Persinger (Right) 

 

Novice Horse Open Champion: Nathan Piper  

Non Pro Champion: Lisa Byrne  
Rookie Champion: Josie Coverdale  

Novice Horse NP Champion: Trent Tellepsen                                          
(Carolyn Tellepsen Shown)  

 

Open Champion: Patti Brownshadel  



TRHA NEWS FEEDS 
 

TRHA ANNOUNCER PASSES AWAY 
 
Many of us remember the familiar voice of TRHA Show announcer Fred Poffenbarger.  Fred passed 
away in July of last year, but is remembered, in life, as a fellow reining enthusiast and horse lover. He 
had a kind heart and loved to spend his time at the TRHA horse shows. His favorite horse to ride was 
Ruben, a lesson horse at the Archer’s barn. A special memory for him was when he received the 
“Greatest Announcer” buckle from Kyle Schurig's group. He loved attending Lyle Lovett singing events. 
His favorite saying was; “Golly, did I do that?” His passing was truly our loss. Good bye dear friend. We 
hope you are riding horses in Heaven.  

 
NRHA FUTURITY AND AFFILIATE CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

 
The NRHA Futurity and Affiliate Championship Show was filled with tough competition. Many of the great 
riders that competed at this show were TRHA members. We’d like to congratulate everyone who 
represented our association in the Futurity and in the Affiliate Championship Show.  
 
Affiliate Championship Show:  

Two TRHA Members were crowned Affiliate Champions at the Adequan Affiliate Finals Championship 
Show. Lauren Hall , riding Holymasterwhiz, won the Limited Non Pro and Patti Brownshadel , riding Im The 
Chic Magnet, took the Intermediate Open Championship. Congratulations!! Some other great showings by 
TRHA members were as follows: 
Josie Coverdale tied for 8th place in the Rookie of the Year finals. 
Megan Gunther tied for 14th place in the Youth 14-18.  
Emily Winegar placed 2nd and 11th in the Youth 13 & Under.  
Ray Conrad placed 7th in the Novice Horse Open.  
In the Prime Time Non Pro, Mary Dodson tied for 5th place, Vicki Barker placed 10th, and Linda Hoppe tied 
for 12th.  
In the Limited Non Pro Megan Gunther placed 9th and Lisa Byrne tied for 12th place.  
In the Intermediate Open Class, Ray Conrad placed 11th.  
Finally, in the Open division, Patti Brownshadel tied for 4th place and Ray Conrad tied for 11th.   
Congratulations Affiliate Riders! 
 
TRHA Members make the NRHA Futurity Finals:   
Open 

Jared Leclair made a great showing at the Futurity. Riding Electric Code, Jared won the Intermediate Open 
Division and placed 3rd in the Open Finals. Jared also rode Good Time Whiz Girl in the finals and ended up 
22nd in the Intermediate and 26th in the Open.  
Josh Visser tied for 5th in the Intermediate Open and placed 19th in the Open Finals on his horse Magnum 
With a Dream.  
Fred Thomson rode Banjo Whiz in both the Intermediate and Open Finals and ended up 23rd in the 
Intermediate and 28th in the Open. Thomson placed 2nd in the Open Gelding Division.  
Non Pro & Youth  

TRHA Member Quincy Allen-Cahill took home quite a purse in the Non-Pro Futurity, placing 6th in the Non 
Pro and 3rd in the Intermediate Non Pro on Tangys Classy Banjo.  
Emily Winegar took home the Reserve Limited Non Pro Championship on Tuf Playing Chex and won 1st 
Place in the Youth Division. Emily also showed A Ruf Mistress in the Youth and placed 5th.  
Abigail Grabein tied for 6th in the Limited Non Pro on Busy Pay Chex and was 3rd in the Youth Division. 
Jordan Donnelly placed 6th in the Youth Futurity on Great N Hollywood.   
Congratulations Futurity Finalists!  



 

 
 
 

Looking back at my journey to the Affiliate Championship, a lot of memories came to mind.  At 
the beginning of 2008 I sat down with my trainer, Nathan Piper and we lined out the goals to 
be the NRHA North American Affiliate Limited Non Pro Champion and to make the NRHA 
Limited and Intermediate Non Pro top ten.  We also discussed the fact that I was transitioning 
from youth to non pro classes.   Throughout the year my trainer and I established that to 
become a stronger rider and to show my horse to his fullest potential, I would show in the 
majority of the non pro classes and school in the youth classes.  Along the way, I learned that 
my main goal was to be as consistent as I could.  Some of the downs that we encountered 
along the way were keeping Whiz relaxed and trying to make him consistent with his stops.  
There were shows where he was great and we made it to the top, but then there were times 
when he and I were struggling and we fell short.  With the downs came the ups.  One strong 
point that Whiz always portrayed was that he was always honest in the show pen.  The turning 
point that we were waiting for was at the NRBC.     
 
Going into Tulsa, I knew that I had to show my horse smart.  I tried hard not to let the pressure 
of winning get to me.  I knew going into the show pen that day that his strength was his circles 
so I had to capitalize on them.  I also knew that I had to give it my all to make it an 
unforgettable ride.  I qualified for the Limited Non Pro but fell short of the Intermediate Non Pro 
class by one spot.  After that show I knew that I had some work ahead of me but was willing to 
take on the challenge.   
 
Going into Oklahoma City I knew that it would be a challenge but I had faith in Whiz and 
myself.  I knew all of our hard work would pay off.  I drew up late in my class and my game 
plan was to hold nothing back because I had nothing to lose.  Whiz ran awesome circles and 
his stops were the best he had done all year.  As we were riding out of the arena I was thinking 
to myself that we both gave it our all and the score would take care of itself. As I was sitting at 
the stalls and the final score was announced and I heard that I had placed  first, I remember 
thinking “Oh my Gosh, we did it”  and then hugging my Dad and telling him thanks for 
everything that he had done for me to get me here.   
 
Looking back at the road to the affiliate championship, I remember there were times that I 
pushed Whiz too hard, and times that I should have asked more of him.  Whether it was me or 
him I knew eventually we could do it.  If I was ever able to give some advice on how to get to 
an Affiliate championship I would say, “Get in the show pen as many times as you can and 
school as often as you can to keep your horse honest.”   
 
I would like everyone to know that what kept me going through the year was the love, support, 
and confidence of my family, friends and trainer. My dad and mom did whatever it took to 
make my goals possible and gave me the confidence to keep going. Without the constant 
advice from my trainer Nathan Piper and the continual mental support from Jean Piper, I would 
not be here today.  Thanks to everyone who made this possible. 
 
Lauren Hall 

MY JOURNEY TO THE NORTH AMERICAN AFFILIATE FINALS  

BY LAUREN HALL  



 
 

 
 
 
 

We would like to recognize our TRHA Members and 
the great accomplishments they made in 2008!  
 
Join us on Saturday, February 21st during the Warm-
Up 1 Show in Katy, Texas, for the 2008 TRHA Year 
End Awards Banquet. This year’s Banquet will have 
some special surprises, so we hope you can attend.  
 
DOOR PRIZES will be given away throughout the 
evening.   
 
Please check in on the website for more details 
regarding time and location.   
 

 
 
  

 
                                                                                                             

 

 

REMINDERS 
 
Photos: 
We will have Slide Show at the Banquet, and if you have any 
photos you would like to share, please email me! 
 
Memberships Dues: 
Please be sure to renew your TRHA Membership prior to the 2009 
Show Season. Remember for TRHA Year End Points, both the 
Rider and Owner must be a member.  

 

 



   

 



 
The following has been requested of the NRHA Non Pro Committee, by Dave Archer:  
 
“I would like to propose the following change in sho w conditions for the Non Pro Futurity category:  
 
Entries shall be limited to One Horse One Rider. Th is would increase entries and it would make the 
playing field even.  Non pros shall be required to own their horse. This would make it easy to check 
horse  ownership. “ – Dave Archer 
 
If you have any comments on this proposal, please c ontact Dave Archer at dunit98@comcast.net . 
He would like to receive your feedback.  
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2. Conrad Training  
 Stable 

Ray & Carol Conrad 
325 Powell Lane 
Elgin, TX 78621 
512.285.4200 

FAX 512.285.4202 
c.r.conrad@sbcglobal.net 
 Specializing in Reining  

6. Gaetan Gauthier  
Reining Horses 

 
“Connecting the human 

 and equine mind ” 
 

667 CR 125 
Whitesboro, TX 76273 

Cell 903.436.1634 
Hm 940.668.0715 
Fax 940.668.6447 

3. Todd Martin  
Performance Horses 

39 Topperwein 
Boerne, TX 78006 

210.825.1114  Todd's cell 
210.825.1107 Taumi's cell 
830-249-7835 fax/home 

www.toddmartin.net 
training - lessons - sales 

6. Sliding K  
Performance Horses 

Training and Sales 
Kim Ferguson or Kinzy Donnelly 

3718 Warschun Rd 
Aubrey TX 76227 

940.323.1199 
Mobile 940.736.1189 
www.slidingk.com 

   kim.ferguson@slidingk.com 
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Reining Horses 
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Waller, TX 77484 

Tracy and Nathalie McReynolds 
������������  

www.thunderranch.org 
Email: thunder_ranch@msn.com 

Specializing in Amateurs 
and Non Pros 

4. Nathan Piper  
Reining Horses 

 
2403 Derby Lane 

Madisonville, TX 77864 
936.718.7314 
936.718.7318 

npreiners@rodzoo.com 

5. Deary 
Performance Horses 

Sound Horses,  
Sound Training, 
 Sound Advice 

Casey and Nicole Deary 
2515 White Settlement Rd 

Weatherford, TX 76087 
817.929.3816 

visit us at 
www.dearyperformance.com 

1. Conner Ranc h 
Harper Conner, Trainer 

36387 FM 1736 
Hempstead, TX 77445 

979.826.4992 
Mobile 979.645.1415  

harper_conner@hotmail.com 
Training, Sales, 

Consultation 

5.   Mark Miller  
 Performance Horses 

 
Training, Showing, Sales 

 
P.O. Box 249 

Dennis, TX 76439 
817.980.2371 

7. Jimmie Stanzel  
    Training Center 

 
Roping - Reining - Sales  

8803 FM 359 
713.305.9015 

Richmond, Texas 77469 
Lessons by Appointment 
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7. Steve Archer  
Quarter Horses, Inc.    

Reining Training,  
Lessons, Sales 

4219 McCrary Road   
Richmond, Texas  77469  

(281) 342-1445  
Cell (713) 854-6864 
 Fax (281) 239-7079 

6. Ann Salmon &  
Monte Anderman  
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1. Franky Vasquez  
      Reining Horses 
 

Training, Lessons, and Sales 
...and starting colts for a 

successful future. 
Waller, Texas 
832.586.5782 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Kathy Barker (2008) - 940.612.0899 
Mark Miller (2008) - 817.980.2371 
Jean Piper (2008) - 936-348-2004 
Vicki Barker (2008) - 512.863.2105 
Sandy Martin (2007) - 830.377.3354 
Nathan Piper (2007) - 936.348.2004 
Pam Day (2007) - 281.392.0240 
John O’Hara (2006) - 972.370.0509 
Mike Beakley (2006) - 281.356.3419 
Dan Berg (2006) - 254.793.3580 

�

2008 TRHA Officers  
 
President 
Kelly Hale – 512-426-6942 
�����������	
����
�
��
Vice President 
Ryan Potucek – 830.685.340 
Secretary / Treasurer 
Lucille Kearney– 281.980.6281 
Editor  / Web 
Lisa Byrne – 281-300-1758 
Lisa.byrne@chevron.com 
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TEXAS REINING HORSE ASSOCIATION 
 

Application for 2009 Membership 
 
Date: ______________________ New Member: _________________ Renewal: ________________ 
                (Please write in member number) 
 
Names of all Family Members and NRHA membership (Affiliate Championship Use):  
1.________________________________________ 5.__________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________ 6.__________________________________________ 
3.________________________________________ 7.__________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________ 8.__________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________ State:_____________________ Zip:___________________________ 
Phone:_________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Youth ONLY Birth Date:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
________$25 Individual Membership    ___________$25 Youth Membership 
________$30 Family Membership (One Vote) 
________$200 Lifetime Membership 
________ Please check if you would like to receive the Sliding Track by mail.  If not, the newsletter will be 
       available for viewing on the website: www.trhaonline.com 
 
Mail Memberships to: 
Lucille Kearney 
2555 Hodges Bend Circle 
Sugar Land, TX 77479 
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